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September 19, 2012

UNITED WAY OF SALT LAKE
Contact:  Jerilyn Stowe | 801-736-7709; jerilyn@uw.org


UNITED WAY OF SALT LAKE CELEBRATES OPENING OF DAVIS COMMUNITY LEARNING 
CENTER IN CLEARFIELD

Salt Lake City — United Way of Salt Lake and the Davis School District are pleased to announce the opening of the Davis Community Learning Center at the newly constructed Wasatch Elementary School in Clearfield. 

The structure has been updated with the latest amenities and expanded to house the Community Learning Center inside the school building. The new building is a vast improvement of the school’s previous conditions and Community Learning Center, which for three years was located in portable classrooms in the school’s parking lot. The new building will now also allow for 150 new students to attend Wasatch Elementary. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]“I’ve already seen a positive impact on students,” said Janet Sumner, Principal, Wasatch Elementary School. “They come into this new Center and it feels like a place to learn. They are settling down, their behavior is better, and I see them respecting the new building and getting excited by everything around them. We are thrilled with what this new building will offer our students.” 

Clearfield is one of United Way of Salt Lake’s “Promise Partnership” communities. In Clearfield, 66 percent of families are at or near the poverty level, and 65 percent of the students qualify for free or reduced lunch. United Way, Davis School District and dozens of nonprofit partners collaborate to address the challenges facing families and work together to create a seamless system of support to ensure children and families in Clearfield have opportunities available to reach their potential. 
Partners collaborate at Wasatch Elementary and have developed the Community Learning Center to create a web of support for the entire family and the broader community. Programs and services are woven into the school day and include: early learning, afterschool programming, adult education and language classes, free tax assistance, financial literacy, youth mentoring, free immunizations, health insurance enrollment, and much more. 



“United Way of Salt Lake believes that to build stronger communities, we have to work together,” said Deborah Bayle, President and CEO of United Way of Salt Lake. “We are so excited about our partnership in Clearfield, the new building and Community Learning Center and the new opportunities it will bring to the students, their families, and the broader community.”

Over the past four years, United Way of Salt Lake has grown the number of Community Learning Centers from four to 22. Centers are located in Clearfield, Salt Lake City, South Salt Lake, Kearns, West Valley, and Park City. Because of UWSL’s innovative neighborhood-based approach, this strategy has been recognized as a national model for organizations across the country working to solve social problems. 

WHAT:  An open house and ribbon cutting at the new Davis Community Learning Center at Wasatch Elementary School. Speakers will include Davis School District Superintendent Bryan Bowels and Deborah Bayle, President and CEO of United Way of Salt Lake. Other activities include: tours of the facility, refreshments, a bicycle rodeo, flu shoots and a book exchange. 

WHEN:  Thursday, September 20 at 6:00 p.m.

WHERE:  Wasatch Elementary School, 210 East Center St., Clearfield

###
United Way of Salt Lake is working to advance the education, income, and health of our neighborhoods and communities to ensure that every child succeeds, every step of the way, from cradle to career. We invite everyone to be a part of the change. You can give, you can advocate, and you can volunteer. That’s what it means to LIVE UNITED. Join the conversation by visiting our blog at uwslhub.org, or find out more at uw.org.
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