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HIGH-QUALITY PRE-K: Foundation for Success
The first five years of a child’s life are full of social, emotional, physical, and cognitive growth. Reaching children at
this age and providing them with high-quality learning opportunities are important for their long-term educational
success. Two years ago, Utah began to invest in high-quality preschool, recognizing early learning opportunities are
crucial to children’s ability to enter kindergarten on track and stay on track, especially low-income, at-risk children.
Since this initial investment:
n More than 1,400 at-risk children have accessed high-quality

preschool, putting them on the path to success
n Six school districts, one charter school, five private and nonprofit

providers, and one technology provider have received grants to
improve and track the quality of their programs
n Thousands of additional Utah children are now receiving

high-quality programming

While these are great first steps, currently, we are only reaching a small number of children who could benefit from
access to high-quality programs. Additionally, there are numerous preschool providers around the state interested
in raising the quality of their programming but are not currently supported by state funding. An increased investment
in high-quality
preschool, in a variety of settings, is essential for our children and state’s future success.
VF
A summary of national research done by the Ounce of Prevention
Fund found that without high-quality early childhood intervention,
an at-risk child is:

WHAT IS HIGH-QUALITY?
Evidence-based curriculum
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25%

MORE LIKELY to drop out of school

 ngoing professional development for
O
all preschool staff
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Ongoing assessment of student progress
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40%

MORE LIKELY to become a teen parent

Ongoing program evaluation
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Small class size

■■  

50%

MORE LIKELY to need special education

60%

MORE LIKELY to never attend college

70

Family engagement
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T eachers trained in child development or
early childhood education
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% MORE LIKELY to be arrested for a violent crime1

Integrated classrooms
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For more information, contact Elizabeth Garbe
at Elizabeth@uw.org or 801-664-6595
Let your voice be heard at uw.org/advocate

JOIN US and advocate for an increased state investment in high-quality preschool.
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